PICKFORD
FILM CENTER
BROWSE EXCLUSIVE TITLES

AND STAY UP-TO-DATE ON
THE LATEST IN INDIE FILM
PICKFORDFILMCENTER.ORG

PFC STRIVES TO CONTINUE
SERVING AS A FORUM AND
RESOURCE FOR INDEPENDENT

CINEMA THROUGH OUR

VIRTUAL BOX OFFICE
HOW IT

WORKS

1. Visit pickfordfilmcenter.org
2. Find a film & purchase ticket
3.Recieve confirmation email &
stream!
4. Need help getting your computer
and TV to cooperarte? Check out
the virtual screening room (VSR)
user guide on our website.
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It is cold and raining and you are keeping company with absolutely no one. T he
laundr y might not be done, you might be living on frozen mac & cheese and you
badly need a haircut- - but Pick ford Film Center features you center stage as a
discerning urbane film viewer of the highest rank. N o need to get up. Simply
pull out the super computer you have in your pocket, go online and get a ticket
to elsewhere. Escape is no fur ther than the PF C vir tual screening room. Worr y
about plucking your eyebrows later.
Catch some programming that you can find nowhere else. H ow about exclusive
access to the work of one of the world’s most celebrated contemporar y
choreographers? D on ald Byrd is allowing PF C to of fer t wo filmed dance programs
from Spectrum Dance T heater’s current season that you will not find any where
else. You might remember The Harlem Nutc rac ker ; a cer tifiable hit and touring
sensation, with an Ellington score, created by Byrd in the mid -19 9 0 s. It will fully
revive live onstage in 2 02 2 but this year you can see a workshop production in
your own living room. It ’s both seasonal and sophisticated. T hen in Januar y catch
Byrd’s newest work Lyric Suite, 11 vignet tes choreographed for film that speak to
the isolation of the pandemic. T hese t wo programs are only available through the
Pick ford. Tell your friends.
Looking for something the whole family can watch together ? We have t wo new
titles for Kid Pick ford, H is for Hap piness and Team M arc o. I just previewed them,
and take it from an actual parent, they are good and fresh, engaging, the kids
propel the narrative and the adults aren’t stupid. Plus, unlike any thing you will
see on the mouse channel, they have no product tie - ins. Your buck stops here.
PF C staf f is working hard to provide you, our communit y, with film experiences
that will amuse, challenge, and envelope you in cinema. We can’t be together in
real life but we can still share films together. Your suppor t has spoken loudly in
the past months. You value Pick ford Film Center and we reciprocate with these
programs.
Keep the faith,

YOUR MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
M embership suppor ts the only venue for
independent cinema in W hatcom Count y while
earning you great benefits, even during theater
closure. Renew or sign up for a membership
bet ween now and Dec. 1 for these added
bonuses:

Susie Pur ves

TREATY
DAY

STREAMING STARTS 1/22

Treaty Day is an annual commemoration of
the Treaty of Point Elliott, signed on January
22, 1855. This agreement was meant to last
in perpetuity and was between the sovereign
nations in the Salish region, including 14
leaders of the Lummi Nation and the United
States government represented by territorial
governor Isaac Stevens. It remains the
single most important event in Pacific
Northwest political history and affects our
lives, Native American as well as all other
regional inhabitants, to this day.

HONORING THE HANDS THAT
FEED US

CANOE JOURNEY 2019

This short film documents the Tribal Canoe
Journey of 2019, Paddle to Lummi. Since
1989, this significant cultural experience has
occurred annually, hosted by different tribal
nations of and around the Salish Sea, with the
Lummi Nation hosting the most recent journey
in 2019. A two-week to month-long voyage
from their tribal village to the homelands of
the Lummi people, participants pull the whole
way in traditional 12-person canoes to reach
the final potlatch, a celebration sharing food,
dance, song, and gifts. This short film shares
the experience of that landing and the song and
dance that follows. These ceremonial practices
are vital to the indigenous peoples of the Pacific
Northwest Coast and coastal British Columbia.

In every Tribal community at every event
there are the cooks working tirelessly in the
background. These people take care of us by
nourishing our bodies and feeding our souls.
Honoring the Hands that Feed Us offers a
glimpse into the world of tribal cooks. The film
gives thanks to the generations of people in the
kitchen who have always, and will always, take
care of the people.

NOW PLAYING

visit w w w.pick fordfilmcenter.org/
membership

72 DAYS

COLLECTIVE

SMOOTH TALK

ZAPPA

We’ll be dissecting the carcass of 2020 for
years to come, but the shifts in exhibition
could hardly be more noticeable to everyone
stuck at home since March, wearing off the
buttons on their remote controls.
For at least a decade, the great existential
crisis for theatres has been the threat of
streaming on the business of going to the
movies. We’ve been a resilient lot. In fact,
Pickford Film Center has managed to
increase annual ticket sales for most of that
decade, but it has often felt like a hellhound
was nipping our heels at every turn. “What
do you mean our Doctober exclusive is going
direct to Netflix?” “Let me get this straight,
the film is going to be available on VOD a
week BEFORE we get the film at PFC?”
Suffice to say, COVID-19, or the response
to it, has stripped the exhibition business
of any leverage we ever had over studios.
We’re over a barrel, as they say. Studios,
short-sighted as ever, are putting their eggs
in streaming baskets, all glittery and gold
for the time being, where great films go to
inhabit queues that get forgotten about and
cleaned up every six months.

- M erch giveaways ever y week through
N ovember and December! Each week we
will randomly select one new or renewing
member to send an exclusive piece of
PF C merchandise
-W in free movies for a year! Ever yone
who joins or renews will be entered
to win a Goldfinger card (with flexible
dates so your year of movies can
begin whenever you feel comfor table
returning to the cinema)

WORDS
FROM THE WORLD
OF EXHIBITION

CROCK OF
GOLD

Yet theatres exist because people coming
together is a foundational block of a
functioning society. We adamantly believe
that this will return. We also believe that
independent theatres are a filter. When we do
our job curating and marketing, we connect
unique films with disparate audiences—
Bellingham, WA is not the same place as
Bellingham, ME.
We’re battered and bruised as an economic
sector, and we took hits as well—we lost The
Limelight, we’ve said goodbye to amazing
staff members--but our hearts are strong
and our minds are focused on the decades
ahead, not this 18 months of atomized terror.
Will that future include streaming? Yes. Can
PFC be an integral part of that experience
for you? Yes. Will our physical venue return?
Yes. Stay strong, watch movies, and see you
right here again soon.
-Michael Falter, Programming Director
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COMING IN DECEMBER & JANUARY
The Library That Dolly
Built

The Weasel’s Tale

Streaming begins 12/11

2020. US. In English. 74m. Unrated.
PRESENTED BY

The Changin’ Times of
Ike White
Streaming begins 12/11

2019. UK. In English. 77m. Unrated.
Fans of Rodriguez, before or after seeing
Oscar-winner and PFC hit Searching for Sugar
Man, know the thrill of discovering a longignored musician. Ike’s story is perhaps even
stranger, serving a life sentence for murder but
whispered about as a contender on the level of
a Jimi Hendrix. Enter superstar producer Jerry
Goldstein and it was media catnip, but things
didn’t go according to plan…

As if Dolly Parton wasn’t already THAT cool, her
foundation began what has become a nationally
known resource for literacy, supplying families
with physical books for children to learn to
read. The operation is incredible: 1.7 million—
that’s MILLION—free books are distributed
each month. The impact on communities—and
Dolly herself—are center stage in this admiring
doc that provides rare glimpses of an artist who
never gives less than 100%

To the Ends of the
Earth
Streaming begins 12/18

2019. Japan. In Japanese w/English
subtitles. 120m. Unrated.

Streaming begins 12/25

Streaming begins 1/15

2019. Argentina, Spain. In Spanish w/
English subtitles. 129m. Unrated.

2020. Romania/Germany. In Romanian
w/English subtitles. 86m. Unrated.

The director of the word-of-mouth sensation,
and Oscar-winner, from 2010, The Secret in
Their Eyes, is back with his first live-action
feature since that career high point. Here
a quartet of actors from the Golden Age of
Argentinian cinema do battle with a pair of
hot-shot youthful realtors and the generational
sparks (and humor) fly. Old-fashioned fun by a
master craftsman.

Kiyoshi Kurosawa has been an incredibly prolific
writer/director, with films like Tokyo Sonata
finding an appreciative home here in the US as
well. Here he zeroes in on a character study of
Yoko, a TV host traveling with her camera crew
in Uzbekistan, gathering footage for a travel
show that ultimately falls apart, leaving Yoko to
confront fears, real and imagined.
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Originally set to premiere at this year’s SXSW,
Jenny Shi’s absorbing dissection of the
disappearance and murder of Yingying Zhang
in 2017 leads us through personal terrain: a
contemporary of Yinging’s at the University of
Illinois, we are given access to the tragic loss
felt halfway around the world by her family in
China, who travel to the US hoping to solve the
mystery.

Streaming begins 12/18
2020. USA. In English & Farsi w/
English subtitles. 92m. Unrated.
Nasrin Sotoudeh may not yet be a household
name, but she is perhaps the most lauded
human rights activist of her day and is currently
captive in Iran, by political opponents who
objected to her defense of protesters. This
portrait, filmed secretly in Iran, shows Nasrin’s
indomitable spirit and optimism in the face of
overwhelming challenges.

Pickford

When home to the Enache’s, a poor family living
in the Bucharest Delta, is turned into a national
park, they must leave their lakeshore digs (they
live by an abandoned water reservoir). The film
captures their previous innocence and journeys
with them as they move from nature to modern
civilization and all the challenges that threaten
to separate the tight knit family.

Identifying Features
Streaming begins 1/22
2020. Mexico/Spain/USA. In Spanish.
95m. Unrated.
A narrative feature of stunning confidence,
the film begins close-up on the faces of two
Mexican mothers. Their sons are missing. One
is confirmed dead by the authorities with a
gruesome photo. The other, presumed dead.
The film is the journey el otro madre takes to
find her son, leaving us with questions about
which story is more tragic. One of the most
compelling films of the year. Winner of the
Audience Award and Best Screenplay, 2020
Sundance World Cinema.

Team Marco

H Is For Happiness

It is summer on Staten Island and young
Marco’s grandfather moves in and interrupts
Marco’s hours of video gaming to demand
he go out outside, make some friends and
get some exercise. As much as Marco lives
for gaming, Grandpa lives for bocce ball and
together they push each other in life-changing
ways. If you have a soft spot for Cocoon and
Mrs. Piggle Wiggle, you won’t find any more
ideal place to spend 92 minutes.

Everything in this film, its quirky characters,
intense art direction and unusual storyline
winningly demands your attention. A gutsy
twelve-year-old girl is on a mission to heal
her family and the road she takes, along
with the oddball new boy in school, is both
touching and laugh-out-loud funny. Outside
of constantly blue skies, this film reminds me
of Bellingham. Watch it and you will know
why.
SPONSORED BY
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A restored 2009 verité documentary from the
makers of Leviathan, Sweetgrass is as an
unsentimental elegy to the American West.
It follows the last modern-day cowboys to
lead their flocks of sheep up into Montana’s
breathtaking and often dangerous AbsarokaBeartooth mountains for summer pasture. A
film to revisit and drink in, slowly.

Finding Yingying
2020. US. In English & Chinese w/
English subtitles. Unrated.

The best-selling The Reason I Jump was
subtitled “The Inner Voice of a Thirteen-YearOld Boy with Autism” and this is the film version
of that book, combining the author’s own
insights and following five young people and
their journeys. Winner of the 2020 Sundance
World Documentary Audience Award –
meaning, the people, they love it. Expect this
on all documentary Oscar lists this year.

Gillian Wallace Horvat is a new director to
watch, staking out territory that is dark, yes, but
funny. Very funny. In I Blame Society, she stars
as a filmmaker named Gillian who becomes
obsessed with a comment a friend makes that
she would make a perfect murderer. As she
films her own documentary, she finetunes her
methods for crime in increasingly malign ways.

This release celebrates the 250th birthday of
the genius composer—who at 8 was already
a child prodigy on the piano. An older Louis,
played by Tobias Moretti, looks back on his
life—the disappointments and triumphs--with
this biography, rich with period detail.

2009. UK/France/USA. In English.
101m. Unrated.

2020. USA/UK. In English. 82m.

2020. USA. In English. 84m. Unrated.

2019. Germany/Czech Republic. In
German with w/English subtitles.

Streaming begins 12/11

Streaming begins 1/8

Streaming begins 1/8

Streaming begins 12/16

Streaming begins 12/18

The Reason I Jump

I Blame Society

Louis van Beethoven

Sweetgrass

Acasa, My Home
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AS TEARS GO BY

Cinema East returns with a long-awaited opportunity to
present one of our favorite filmmakers in the astonishing
seven-film series, The World of Wong Kar Wai, available
December 11 to January 28, with exclusive PFC Member
discounts. All films have been recently restored under Wong’s
supervision, some with significant changes: Fallen Angels
is now in CinemaScope, Happy Together has been slightly
trimmed, and The Hand is presented in an expanded cut. The
series includes three from Wong’s sequence of films set in
1960s Hong Kong and that evoke the world of his childhood:
Days of Being Wild, In the Mood for Love (often cited as one
of the best films of the century so far), and the short feature
The Hand. Also included is Wong’s first feature, the 1988
Triad film As Tears Go By; his breakout film internationally,
NOW PLAYING
Chungking Express; Fallen Angels; and Happy Together,
1998 (Restoration, 2020). Taiwan/Japan. for which Wong received a Best Director prize at the 1997
Cantonese & Shanghainese w/English
Cannes Film Festival. Wong is one of those rare filmmakers
subtitles. 113m. Unrated.
whose work straddles both arthouse and popular cinema.
Hou Hsiao-hsien’s Flowers of Shanghai
His obsessive attention to style is immediately apparent, from
centers on several prostitutes and their
the dreamlike cinematography, to the opulence of the set
wealthy customers as it weaves through the
design and the costumes, to his constant use of music as
intricate and highly formalized social codes
both background and narrative device. Rather than making
of the world portrayed. The extraordinary
his films seem superficial, Wong’s focus on style results in
cinematography by Mark Lee similarly weaves films that are uniquely able to affect our emotions, provoking
through the opulent interiors in expertly-staged laughter and tears, sometimes all at once. Wong evokes a
long takes, lit only by oil lamps. The effect is
world like no one else. This is an opportune time to fall in love
like nothing else in recent cinema. This was
with The World of Wong Kar Wai. (Introduction by Cinema
the first Hou film set outside of Taiwan and it
East Curator Jeff Purdue. Video introductions TBD)
remains one of his most beautiful and hypnotic
Individual titles $12 Regular/$10 Member
films. Highly recommended. (Review by Jeff
Purdue).
Series Pass: $70 Regular/$60 Member.

CHUNGKING EXPRESS

DAYS OF BEING WILD
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FALLEN ANGELS

PFC'S GREATEST HITS
IN THE MOOD FOR LOVE

STREAMING EXCLUSIVELY
AT PICKFORD

The Harlem Nutcracker

Lyric Suite

Streams 12/14 - 12/31

Streams 1/1 - 1/31

Donald Byrd’s The Harlem Nutcracker premiered in
December 1996, toured extensively until 2002 and was
considered an “instant classic.” Building on Duke Ellington
and Billy Strayhorn’s “Nutcracker Suite” Byrd reimagined
the classic tale. His story centers around an African
American family in Harlem at Christmas. This film program,
Workshop II, is a two-act piece. Clara and her husband have
just witnessed the exhilarating floorshow at Club Sweets
and a new M.C. appears to introduce the second act, “Time
Travel,” where Death manifests flashbacks of Clara’s early
years and chronicles the Black struggle for justice and
equality from the 1920s to the death of George Floyd.

Donald Byrd’s Lyric Suite is a
Kafkaesque dance work exploring
the mental and emotional effects
and impact of extended isolation on
12 individuals told in 11 vignettes.
It is an interior world of the mind
– fearful, delusional, and at times
paranoid; a reality that is distorted
and personal. Lyric Suite is 12 solos,
one for each for the 12 dancers that
make up the Company of Spectrum
Dance Theater.

LYRIC SUITE, PHOTO BY MARCIA DAVIS
Donald Byrd will revive the full The Harlem Nutcracker onstage in 2022.

BY PATRICK DODDS

HAPPY TOGETHER

ACROSS
3. 2012 Best Picture OSCAR winner The _
7. 2017 Guillermo del Toro hit
8. camp on Wes Anderson's quaint Island of
New Penzance
9. The Imitation game portrays real life
cryptanalyst Alan _
10. BlacKkKlansman director

DOWN
1. Brie _ narrator of Fantastic Fungi
2. Lady Bird lead actress Ronan
4. Lobby Boy at the Grand Budapest Hotel
5. The Best Exotic _ Hotel
6. 2019 Little Women Director Gretta_

COLOR YOUR
OWN BUTTON

1. COLOR IN
2. CUT IT OUT
3. ATTACH A NOTE WITH YOUR
NAME AND EMAIL ADDRESS/
PHONE NUMBER
4.MAIL TO 1318 BAY ST
BELLINGHAM, WA 98225
WE'LL TURN IT INTO A ONE OF
A KIND WEARABLE PIN!
ARTWORK BY MEGHAN SCHILLING
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Flowers of Shanghai

SPECTRUM DANCE THEATER

BLEEDINGHAM
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THIS CALENDAR IS SPONSORED BY

THANKS TO OUR GENERAL SPONSORS

