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COMING VIRTUALLY IN FEBRUARY & MARCH
Just added to our
Virtual Cinema:
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OPENING MAR. 5

Days of the Bagnold
Summer

Everything - The Real Thing
Story

‘Til Kingdom Come

Stray

Dir: Simon Bird

Dir: Simon Sheridan

Dir: Maya Zinstein

A tale of a mother and son’s summer
of disappointment. When plans for a
visit to Dad’s house (and new family)
in Florida falls through, all disaffected
Daniel wants to do is listen to metal
and hide himself from Mom. All Sue
wants to do is rekindle some of the
fun they used to have (and perhaps
get a date or two). Any parent—and
child—can relate to the at-times
hilarious challenges they face. Added
bonus to music fans: the soundtrack
is filled with new Belle and Sebastian,
surely worth the price of admission
alone.

The story of British R&B band The
Real Thing is fascinating for music
and history buffs—the former will
revel in this band that shared the
Top of the Pops with the Beatles and
the latter will see in vivid detail the
inequities faced by black musicians
and the bald-faced racism inherent in
the industry. Everything delivers both
a poignant reminder of the challenges
faced by black artists, even when
successful, and a joyous tribute to a
band that spun R&B, disco and pop
gold through several iterations—
despite the tragedy of addiction that
afflicted one of their own.

Israeli documentarist Maya Zinstein
tackles the growing relationship
between American evangelical
organizations and their financial
support of Israel in this timely film.
Maya and her skilled team are
empathetic and achieve a remarkable
intimacy with those involved. The
‘political Christianity’ laid by the
Evangelical groups ultimately leads
to the US moving its embassy from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem and while Israel
may have appreciated the political
push, there are a few cracks in that
foundation, deftly explored here.

Dir: Elizabeth Lo
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movie trivia series that will be presented live
by Quizmaster Randall, the hugely successful
host of World’s Best Trivia. The Quizmaster
will bring his cinematic expertise to you online
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10 great directors.
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10 us on Thursday, February 25 at 7:00 P.M.
for your first chance to win prizes—real prizes.
The director is Spike Lee and Randall is boning
up right now on both inconsequential ephemera
and important facts about one of our favorite
filmmakers. You know you’ve got this, get
a team together and let the world know how
much of a know-it-all you really are.
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Thanks for your support. Stay safe, stay dry,
stay sane.

Photographer bio-docs are the
perfect vehicle to capture both
the still images of the artist as
well as the kinetic movement
of their craft. And Martha
Cooper is kinetic. Legendary
for her on-the-ground photos
of graffiti culture, Martha bobs
and weaves along with the
artists—we are even privy
to a ride-along for a cloaked
mission—as director Selina
Miles methodically establishes
Cooper’s bona fides. Martha
consistently puts the focus
back on the artists she
captures, but her legacy is
secure.

Susie Purves

ABOUT PICKFORD FILM CENTER
VIRTUAL SCREENING ROOM
Through COVID-19 closure PFC strives to
continue serving as a forum and resource for
independent cinema in Whatcom County.

HOW IT WORKS
1. Visit www.pickfordfilmcenter.org to see our
current lineup
2. Find a film & purchase ticket
3. Recieve confirmation email and stream within specified viewing window
4. Need help getting your computer and TV to
cooperate? Check out our Virtual Screening
Room (VSR) user guide on our website!

PFC Staff

Susie Purves | Executive Director
susie@pickfordfilmcenter.org
Michael Falter | Program Director
michael@pickfordfilmcenter.org
Ryan Uhlhorn | Operations Manager
ryan@pickfordfilmcenter.org
Abby Caram | Membership Manager
abby@pickfordfilmcenter.org
Meghan Schilling | Interim Marketing Manager
meghan@pickfordfilmcenter.org
Winnie Griffith | Pickford Art Studios Manager
winifred@pickfordfilmcenter.org

PFC Board

Gary Washington | President
Cheryl Souza | Vice President
Max Kaiser | Treasurer
James Willson | Secretary
Janet Ott | Chris Philips
Becca Shew | Meg Weber

Given the continued popularity of the
Craftsman movement (as evidenced
in Bellingham neighborhoods like
Columbia), this doc introduces us to
a man who did more than anyone to
popularize the Arts & Crafts style.
Stickley was a renaissance man
who not only designed furniture,
textiles and metalwork, but published
The Craftsman magazine. This
documentary provides a fascinating
look at the art, the philosophy
and continued resonance of this
legendary craftsman.

Bearheart: The Gerald
Vizenor Chronicles

The Fever

Keep an Eye Out

Super Frenchie

Dir: Maya Da-Rin

Dir: Quentin Dupieux

Dir: Chase Ogden

Dir: Selina Miles

Set in the Brazilian port city of
Manaus, a dozen miles from the
Amazon, director Maya Da-Rin
constructs a modern fable. Justino
is a mid-life widower, who leaves the
forest each morning to work in the
city as a security guard. This journey
between two worlds—the natural
and the industrial—is punctuated by
hints of magic realism, like footsteps
of a mysterious creature unseen but
heard. At home he visits with his
youngest daughter, soon leaving
for nursing school, but not before
Justino falls mysteriously ill. An
empathetic director, Da-Rin exhibits
great care with her indigenous actors
and story and her framing of the
action is aesthetically gorgeous.

Quentin Dupieux is no stranger
to PFC screens—we’ve featured
Wrong, Rubber, and most recently,
Deerskin (during the pandemic, no
less). Dupieux celebrates the absurd
and once freed from a traditional
narrative, you might celebrate as
well. The thin story here follows
a night at a police station where
a good samaritan who reports
a dead body finds himself in a
Kafkaesque nightmare as escaping
the interrogation room gets further
and further out of reach. Any
familiarity with noir films or even
police procedurals will provide plenty
of background to simply laugh at the
absurdity of it all.

Mountaineering, climbing, and
BASE jumping are given the perfect
armchair treatment by Chase
Ogden, an EWU film professor
who produced, directed and edited
Super Frenchie, following the titular
Frenchman Matthias Giraud as he
falls for singular jumps—like off a
massive cliff on the slopes of Mt.
Hood. It’s death-defying, but this
happy Frenchman whoops and
hollers like he’s an extra on HeeHaw. Kids, if you don’t get that
reference, it’s probably for the best.
The scenes of powder and insanity
are there, but so is a soft squishy
middle with Giraud’s wife and young
son, who might just follow in his
father’s footsteps.

Presented by Free Write Place
Bearheart traces the writings of
Gerald Vizenor, the Anishinaabe
author whose first novel, Darkness
in St. Louis Bearheart (1978), was
written during the rise of OPEC
and the subsequent gas crisis.
This post-apocalyptic novel and
documentary follow the journey of a
band of survivors through a shattered
society and, along the way, reveal
Vizenor’s prophetic vision and offer
a blueprint for surviving the social
and environmental crises facing us
today. The film is a production of
Write Place, a nonprofit dedicated to
literature and environment.

PICKFORD MOVIE TRIVIA:

JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!

The People vs Agent Orange

INTRODUCING A FOUR PART, BI-WEEKLY VIRTUAL TRIVIA
SERIES HOSTED BY WORLDS BEST TRIVIA

Members are the backbone of the Pickford and the reason we do what we do.

First 100 Tickets are FREE
Presented by Bellingham Human
Rights Film Festival

DIRECTOR’S SERIES
FREE FOR PFC MEMBERS!

2/25 | 7PM - SPIKE LEE

THANK YOU TO OUR CALENDAR SPONSOR

TO REGISTER:
Scan code
OR
Visit our website

Even without a physical theater to
come to, we want our members to
feel special and appreciated. As
an extra “thank you” for sticking
with us during this closure, we are
offering a free ticket* to a designated
selection of our virtual cinema if you
renew your expired membership or
become a new member from now
until the theater re-opens its doors.
Thank you keeping the spirit alive.

VOID VOID VOID VOID
VOID VOID VOID VOID
VOID VOID VOID VOID
VOID VOID VOID VOID
*1 ticket for basic memberships
*2 tickets for premier memberships

Dir: Alan Adelson, Kate Taverna

In partnership with the PFC, BHRFF
2021 screenings will be virtual.
For updates: bhrff.webs.net

A powerful documentary, ten years in
the making, that presents a disturbing
history of the use of “Agent Orange”
chemicals on vegetation canopies
in the Pacific Northwest. Told with
gripping suspense and featuring
citizens directly affected by the spray,
this meticulously researched film
exposes a primary chemical from
agent orange that remains in use—
directly contrary to what most of us
believe was the discontinuation of
these toxins after the Vietnam war.
An unsettling and provocative film.
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And speaking of prizes, get a big bonus free
ticket to any of a selection of films from the
Pickford Film Center box office when you renew
your membership or join. Sign up or re-up and
you get a free movie.

Dir: Selina Miles

Dir: Herb Stratford

OPENING MAR. 26

OPENING MAR. 19

Please help us reach our goal by making a donation online, at the box office, or by mail today.

Martha, a Picture Story

A companion of sorts to the awardwinning Kedi, Stray follows a trio
of mutts on the streets of Istanbul,
introducing us to Zeytin, Nazar and
Kartal. A dog’s eye view of the world
gives us a close-up look at life on the
streets for humans as well, including
a poignant portrait of a group of
Syrian kids who reach out for canine
companionship but are excluded
even from this solace. The film’s
verité approach is never once less
than compelling.

Gustav Stickley: American
Craftsman
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HONORING BLACK HISTORY
Our selection of films in honor of Black History Month covers a broad range of genres and
periods and even forms – from short subjects to documentary to contemporary narrative. We
offer, thanks to our friends at Kino, a building block from the earliest days of cinema with Oscar
Micheaux’s Within Our Gates (1920), free for your exploration. Micheaux was the most prolific
African American filmmaker of all time, and this, his most seen feature, was shot over 100
years ago. Beautifully restored by Kino, with a new score by DJ Spooky, this is an important,
enlightening, and entirely relevant examination of the injustices faced by the African American
community—then and now.

Killer of Sheep (1978) returns to PFC virtually after a 2007 theatrical run upon its original
restoration, courtesy of the fine folks at Milestone Films. Set in the Watts area of LA, the story
follows Stan, a slaughterhouse worker, whose wry commentary is our guide in this portrait of
urban decay. Director Charles Burnett’s graduate project (he would complete this for under
$20k) energized a micro-movement of African American talent in front of and behind the
camera in the late 70’s. Shot on 16mm by the director (and edited), Mahnola Dargis praised
the film thusly: “The result is an American masterpiece, independent to the bone.” NYT
The streets of the title in 17 Blocks are located in Washington D.C., and they are a map of
both hope and heartbreak. The blocks are the distance from the Capitol and the family at the
center of this film—Smurf, his brother Emmanuel, mother Cheryl and sister Denise. Director
Davy Rothbart (This American Life contributor) befriended Smurf and Emmanuel in 1999 and
when Emmanuel expressed interest in filmmaking, Rothbart provided a camera. 20 years
later, Rothbart and his team collected the footage to create this intimate portrait of the hopes,
dreams and challenges faced by African American families living in poverty.

MONTH
2/6 | Within Our Gates
Free film presented by Kino
Dir. Oscar Micheaux

2/19 | Killer of Sheep
Dir. Charles Burnett

2/19 | 17 Blocks
Dir. Davy Rothbart

2/19 | Test Pattern

Dir. Shatara Michelle Ford

2/19 | Our Right To Gaze

Shorts showcase (availble thru 3/5)
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At first we settle nicely into the narrative shoe that filmmaker Shatara Michelle Ford wears for
her feature debut in Test Pattern. An entirely contemporary take of a handsome interracial
couple who meet, learn to trust each other, and fall in love. And then a sexual assault shakes
them to their core and the real drama of this film begins to unfold. Test Pattern challenges
viewer’s assumptions when we follow the couple on a quest to find a rape kit, the first step
toward achieving some measure of justice, and experiencing grotesque but all-too-realistic
racism within our health system. Ford is a director to watch.
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Our Right to Gaze is an energizing collection of six short films from young African American
directors. Based on the results, there are a number of exciting careers in the making. From
comedy to drama and a few genres in-between, as curator Curtis Caesar John states: “In
these six films from emerging Black filmmakers, what the protagonists experience as the world
they woke up to is not the one from which they’re now appearing. Are they lying to themselves
about who they are, or is the truth just not what they expect, but what they deserve?”

Within Our Gates

